Matriteaired Dy 
THE. HOSPITAL. pa Tite hf a BB ay hs Ste BoA 


| Sap be Dispensing. tAC Fanyi ly Goss S£0 CO. Our’ 
Members: with the Arrned Forces” 


SN PET SY ES AER ST 


Volume II October l, 1943 Number 17 


The following has been contributed to our special colum by Pop Snyder. 
Dear Fellowes 


. I ta ve iby asked to vrite « Mie letter for the Record end Chronicle 
“about any news that I thought. might interest you, in regard to the recent history 
» of the wandering Four Horsemen and the progress, if any (?) in the érthritis Clinic. 


£8 you probably knotr, the Four Horsemen haye been badly disorganized 
since our constant "rey of sunshine” Frank Carr, joined: the Navy. The latest re- 
port about him is that) he, has been promoted to the rank of Commander. Before long, 
he «vill probably be a Rear /dmiral!. I might mention that his first assignment was 
to the Virgin Islands, where, as usual, he made = big hit with the Government 
Officials - as well as with the natives! 


I am sure that if Carr is. as big e success in running the Ney:,-as -he-is——+ 
in financing the Four Horsemen, on their trips, it vill not be lons before he will 
be with Lord Mountbatten in the Pacific. ‘agner, Hansson and myself never could 
get time to be even comfortably seated in.a train before Carr would come around 
and collect $50.00 from each of us "for the Kitty". He was supposed to pay for 

“meals, tips, drinks etc. In some respects he reminded me of the typical husky, 
-prize-fighting Irish bartender who would accept any size bill for drinks =-- but 
made no attempt at giving any changes and if questioned about it would say in a 
very belligerent ‘tone: "No change at this bar, Buddy. Is there anything you would 
like to do: about it?" ‘Whenever the Kitty was getting a little, low, Carr would 

»o abruptly announce: ‘tell, boys, the Kitty is getting low... and it's about time 
you guys Kicked ‘in with another Fifty Dollars apiece’. “Remember our old slogan . . 
One for.all and all for one". | 


Poor Hansson and I had quite a tough time. All we did most of the time 
wes toi;pay and pay and pay until it hurt. “ag, of course, was the “big shot"... 
whose job it was to wire ahead. and engage a suite of rooms. Betveem ‘fig beine the 
big: “money man" paying for the rooms etce., and Carr paying for the meals and drinks 
coee the Hotel people did not know that, either Hansson or myself existed! (You 
know’ s/s se the silent partners). Yag always resistered as “LEVIS CLARK "AGN - 
and PARTY". 


val Be that as it may, I had my revenge this summer shen I went up to the 
Sam-O0-Set in Rockland, Maine, where the Four Horsemen were together two years ago 
this: time, The Hotel people kney Ithad arrived... .as I was the only one of 
the Four Horsemen to turn up for a return visit this year. I will say, hovvever, 
that everyone was very solicitous as to where dezr ag, Carr and Hansson were’. . . 
they all thought this “trio” such CHARMING FELLO’S - and so interesting! Most of 


’ 
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the young girls asked about the “good-looking, dashing (rather stout) Irishman 
(Carr) - with the reddish moustache and the never-ending infectious smile”. Others 
asked about the "quiet, goodlooking (but slightly corpulent) Southerner (Wag) - 
with that naughty twinkle in his eye". Others apparently had not been at all im- 
pressed by this dashing pair - Carr and “ag. On the contrary, they admired the 
tall, thin doctor with the erect figure, cold blue eyes, youthful complexion and 
crew-cut gray hair ....... “the good-looking Swede Hansson™. They all"fell” for 
his soft voice and that distinguished Swedish accent ----- which,.so far as I know, 
no one has ever succeeded in imitating. After travelling with Hansson for twelve 
years, however, I knov from experience, he is worthwhile watching ... when it comes 
to mking an impression on the ladies? 


From this short sketch of the other three members of the Four Horsemen, 
you can readily see that the "Fourth Horseman" (Old Pop Snyder) who is only a poor 
Son of a Methodist clergyman, has never had much of a chance, on our trips, to 
successfully compete with these three unusually attractive "City Slickers", On my 
tombstone, I would certainly like to have this humble epitaph: "Just a poor fellow 


" who struggled to get along but who always tried to scatter a little sunshine al ong 
the way." 


In regard to the /rthritis Clinic: I am glad to report that like the 
song "Ole Man River" .... it just keeps rolling along. Some replacements have had 
to be made, but in spite of the “ar, we have succeeded in maintaining a well 
balanced staff, which has functioned smoothly and efficiently. During the past 
year we have published a report on a five years' continuous investigation of a 
single type of Vitamin D in an effort to arrive at a true estimate of its clinical 

me —-veluee~ I sill be-glad to send any of our recent papers (two on gold and three on 
- Vitamin D) to anyone of you who will drop me a'‘post-card, requesting same. 


Before concluding, I must admit that everyone I meet, is trying to "guess" 
how much longer the War will last. The news from Italy (and elsewhere) is certain- 
ly encouraging and it looks to me, boys, as if it will not be long before your nice 
long holiday in the Service will be over! So enjoy yourselves while in the Army, 
to the limit ... while it lasts, because you probably will not get another such 
chance to “get away” from home, more or less permanently - wihhin the next twenty- 
give years, There will be no swell trips about the country at Government expense; 
no free boat-trips to Europe and back, and once again you will heve to answer your 
wife's *“roll-call" every night .e.. and .eee SIGN ON THE DOTTED LINE! You will 
no longer be free from worry about the cost of living, such as food, rent, clothing, 
private schools for your children and the.size of your Income Tax! 


To those of you who will be coming home with the idea that you‘can im- 
press the Personnel .of the hospital with the details of “how hard you had to work 
while in Service" .... I want to give you 2 friendly tip: Under no condition men- 
tion your hardships to Philip Wilson, Lewis Clark Wagner, Ray Lewis; Richmond 
Stephens, Paul Breuning, or F. “filson Keller. . That would be an unpardonable sin! 
I shall tell you why ..... which is this: This particular group of Hdéme Front Yar 
Yorkers would not even LISTEN to you, because they are all firmly and definitely 
convinced that THEY have been working about three times.as hard (and laboring they 
call it) as any of you men in the Service Anyone who reads the R. & Cw would 
gather this impression for himself. When I read it, big tears come into my eyes 
and roll down my cheeks - out of sympathy for Wilson, ‘fag, and Stevens = who are 
"fighting the ‘var so valiantly". Unfortunately’ (for them) a little while after 
reading this, I happened to go over to the hospital - and my eyes caught a glimpse 
(by mere chance) of Wilson, Wagner and Keller - from a distance. I do not believe 
I have ever seen better-groomed, well-fed individuels in my life. They could have 


athe 


_ been sho as Exhibit A for specimens of "Perfect Health". TI have learned, however, 
that there is NO US® TELLING THEM HO” “ELL THEY LOOK -= because they "refuse" to 
believe it. ag even becomes irritated when you refer to his HEALTHY CONDITION. 
Recently, I made the mistake of referring to just this, and he said: "Pop, damn it 
ell, I haven't had any fun for six months. ‘ould you believe it, I heven't had 
time for the past three months, to even attend to my “homevork" and that is really 
something". : 


Ray Lewis, also, has that same “over-vorked" phobia; while on the other 
hand I understand he has just returned from ANOTHIR vacation - and so has Keller. 
Poor fellows! 


Breuning has also just returned from e long vacation, but in spite of this 
his good-looking Secretary warns me “he is on the verge of a nervous break=dovmn",. 
Unofficially, I learned that he takes off “‘ednesday and paturday afternoons - and 
all day Sundey! I understand that his golf isn't too bad ... so I guess ve do not 
heve to worry greatly about his health. 


(Editor's Notes Pop Snyder doesn't look so bad himself. He dresses as 
smartly as ever, and has the ever present bachelor's button or carnation in his 
buttonhole) 


Well, so long boys. As the New York Times says: “This is 2ll the news 
that's fit to print". 


Re Ge Snyder, MeDe 


————— —————e 
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I-hesit:te to report upon fish and fishing when so many of our staff, 
attendings aud former residents are engaged in the grim task of the war. I do it 
only because I knov there are some who are fishermen, and I have a sneaking sus= 
picion that they pack 2 rod and a few flies in their kits -yherever they £06 


The Restigouche is probably the most famous river in the world. The 
selmon pretty consistently average twenty pounds. Not many but good. 


Your correspondent had the rare fortune to become engaged with a very 
large fish, the record for the year, and perhaps for a number of years, although 
at the time of riting, precise information on the latter pount is not in hand. 


For the benefit of those benighted mortals who read the Record & Chronicle 
who are not fishermen, I may say that this fishing is done with a light rod and 
feathered flies which are cast over areas of the river where these fish are re- 
puted to rest on their passage up the river, intent on the business of spavning in 
their native stream, Si 


The Atlantic salmon is a spectacular fighter, and his flesh is of the 
dest. The interval between the time he is hooked and the time he is "killed" is 
e. time of tension and excitement, and veries from ten or fifteen minutes to an 
hour or tivo, dependin: upon size and strength of the fish, and some other circum- 
stances. This particuler salmon "madé a pass*® ct an unorthodox fly called "Green 
Highlender" No, 6 in size. His wake in the attempt tas designated to that of a 
steamboat by the guide. Your corréspondent hauled in the forty or so feet of line 


when Fd 


: and smoked a cigarette, during which interval the guide was very restless. Then 
another cast, with the same result, and believe ib or not, another. On the fourth 
he (or as it will develop, she) took it. The fish jumped almostat once, and the 
guide, Chic Chisholm, who is also 2 river warden, declared it to be a forty pound 
fish, and with thet observation his agitation increased. 


After forty-five minutes, the fish was killed, to our. great relief, be- 
cause the percentage of loss of good fish on such small flies is relatively large. 
There vas a good deal of excitement and congratulation, and fortunately some 
photographs as a permanent record of an unusual experience. 


The fish wes a fresh-run female weighing forty-two pounds; forty-six 
inches in length; thirty-four inches in girth; twelve inch tail spread. 


May all my fishermen friends have as good or better luck, and my kindest 
regards to them and also to those who have not been initiated into the fishing 
fraternitye , 3 


Arthur Krida, M.D. 


Boy, oh boy!! ‘hat a fish? And what a thrill it must have beent. The 
Record and Chronicle awerds to Arthur Krida a prize for the best fish story of 
the season. 
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On Tuesday, September 14th, Major Peter C. Rizzo stopped in to say hello 
on-a ckort visit from the Fletcher General Hospital, Cambridge, Ohio. He says he 
likes Ohio Very well and was here to pick. up his family and take them back with him, 


' On Mondey, September Oth, we started a short course under the direction 
of Miss Logotheton, and Miss Dorothy “oodford, an instructor from the Red Cross, 
for the training of men Volunteers as Ikle Medical Aides. There were 14 enrolled 
in the class which. will consist of theory: demonstration and practice. We already 
heve six men Volunteers who are of inestimable help to us. One helps out certain 
days each “reek in the Plaster Room, Ovhers give us & couple of nights a week of 
anywhere from four to 12 hours on the Jards of the hospital. It's a great help. 


; Leuve it to Bob Bachmeyer to be where the food is. ‘We lve learned that 
Bob, who is a Lt. in the Medical Administrative Corps, is Mess Officer of the 
Station Hospitel et Ft. Hayes, Columbus, Ohio. 


The badminton group is forming and at any time nar they will be knocking 
the shuttlecock around the court. 


Lt. John Dorsey, after spending three weeks at Hovell General Hospital, 
Ft. Devens, liass., has been transferred to New York City to take a three months’ 
course in plastic surgery at the College of Physicians and Surgeons. 


Dr. Wilson has received a letter from Major Donald Dial stationed at the 
Lovell General Hospital, Ft. Devens, Mass. He states that he was assigned to the 
Orthopaedic section as ward surgeon. He writes, "It happens to be one of the in- 
active wards with mostly ambulatory patients. llany of them are up for discharge 
from the Army due to their injuries or other disabilities. Consejuently, there 
hes been a lot of paper work which is presumably what I am expected to learn at 
Lovell...e.. Besides the clinical work, we lve orientation movies nearly every dey. 


Bes 


The renge of subjects and type of materials is wide = chemical warfare, military 
courtesy, landing operations, pare.troop and air borne troop maneuvers, morale 
building pictures, etc. Each Mondey the Surgical Staff has a meeting at which rem 
viows of litersture or original papers are presented. About two weeks ago I was 
asxed on very short notice to perform, and volunteered to review your paper on ele 
bow contractures. It served as a basis of a good discussion". Mrs. Diel is with 
the Major. He writes further, "fe were quite surprised to see Lt. Dorsey at the 
Officers Club dance last night. of course, he expected to see us and we were no 
Surprise to him", He adds, "My regards to all and greetings to H.S.S." 


Lt. Comm. and Mrs. David Horwich announce the recent arrival of a son, 
Peter Richard, 


Mr. & Mrs, John S. Welter of Huntington, iW. Vee, announce the engagement 
of their daughter, Miss Margeret Sutherland Walker to Pvt. Peter Tappen Hansson, 
son of Dr. & Mrs, Kristian Gosta Hansson of New York. Miss Walker and Pvt. Hensson 
are both graduates of Antioch College. Pvte Hansson is in the Signel Corps at 
Ft. Monmouth, New Jersey. 


On Tuesday afternoon, September 28th, we had to start the ventilating. 

fans in Room 1 going full blast as the room was filled vith tobacco smoke from big 
cigars handed out by Ramsay Straub, ennouncing the arrival that gorning of a son 
Christopher, weighing 7 lbs, 14 ozs. The mother and baby are doing well and Ramsay 

is feeling much relieved. The R. & C. extends its congratulations to Dr. & Mrs. 

Straub. , | 

See ON nL eee en ee 

. Olive Fischer has received a letter from Major Kerwin Fischer who is still 

at the Station Hospitel, Ft. Knox, Ky. He writes, "I now heve a house on the post 
and my family is with me. My namesake is 20 months old”. ult 


Lorraine Waknitz tells us that the lest word from Fritz was that he was 
visited recently by Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt. 


The Third Yer Bond Drive is nov on. Each month the employees of the 
hospital authorize a deduction from their salarics to purchase bonds. The monthly 
deduction amounts to from $1,000. to $1,200. ‘This month the accumulated deductions 
have been sufficient to permit the purchase for these employees of War Bonds amount» 
ing to $2,500. 


Mr, Robert Sturgis Whitman, son of Dr. Armitage Whitman, wes ordained a 
Deacon in the Episcopal Church of the Epiphany, New Haven, Connesy on Sunday, 
September 26, 1943 by Bishop Lawrence. 


Mrs. Helen Hickey, our former Dietitian, stopped in the hospital on 
September 27th to say hello to us. We were very glad to see her. Mrs. Hickey 
looks very well and is spending a waek visiting friends in New York. She sends 
greetings to all, | 


} Cadet Harl E. VanDerwerker has been transferred from Oklahoma to Drexel 
Institute of Technology. He is in the Army Specialized Training Program and is 
studying chemical engineering. 


On Monday evening, September 27th, the United Hospital Fund opened its 
65th Annual Campaign with a dinner at the Hotel Commodore. A pageant was held as 
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part of the program. A nurse from eech of the 88 voluntary hospitals appeared 
along the balcony of the ballroom. he the name of each hospital was called, the 
nurse representing that hospital unfurled a star dotted service flag on which there 
wes the number of persons from that particular hospital who are with the armed 


"forces. The number on all flags totaled 10,000. Miss Henrietta Geisendoerfer 


represented our hospital and unfurled our flag with the number 65 on ite On Tues~ 
day, September 28th, a similar pageant was held at a lunchecn at the St. George 
Hotel in Brooklyn where we were represented by Miss Myrtle Rathburn and our sére 
vice flag. : . 


“We learn from Mrs. J. T. Geiger that Capt. Geiger hes been transferred 
from Stark General Hospital, Charleston, NeCe, to the Walter Reed Hospital, Wash- 
ington, where he is enjoying his work very much. ra 


- Miss Geisendoerfer has heard from Lt. E. Je Smith, one of our former 
nurses who has now reached Africa safely, and since her APO number is the same as 
Major Cox', we are glad to know indirectly that he too has safely reached his 
destination “somewhere in North Africa”. 


Dr. Wilson has received a letter from Lt. Comm. Nick NeSanto dated Aug- 
ust 30th. He is still with his same ship somewhere in the Pacific area. He writes, 
"76 have been around a great deal and I have seen quite a number of our mobile and 
base hospitals in this area and they leave little to be desired. They are erected 
of Quonset or other types of prefabricated buildings. Wards and operating rooms 
are spacious and well equipped. In some hospitals the three Quonset huts make a 
large ward of 60 beds. Some have modern plumbing and others use septic tanks. All 
are well provided with leundry, power plants, etc. and are quite self-sustaining. 
Many have the cheery @tmosphere imparted by the werd nurse in her trimly starched 
white uniform. A few of the more advanced bases did not have nurses but will have 
Soon. seesee Many of the doctors who have been avay 18 or 24 months are returning 
to the states to be replaced by those who have had duty’ at home. I expect to be 
numbered among these elect soon. Today starts my 24th month here and I have reason 
to believe I will be transferred to the west coast SOONecesecseses Our New Zealand 
allies have helped greatly in providing materials for the expansion of our mobile 
and base hospitals and have provided buihding mterials with a generous hand. 

Most of the hospitals are (large) affairs but many grew up from smaller more mow 
dest beginnings with their helpeeee MBlaria has been quite a problem in many of 

the islands, but it is rapidly being brought under control. Bach year sees @ 

sharp decrease in the prevalence of this scourge and excellent work is being done 
by special malaria control units. Skin diseases are rather a major problem and I 
have had to personally contend with these. Fungus infections are rampant and 
difficult to control and sometimes do more harm than bullets. Many recover but 
many must be evacuated to cooler climes. There is need for more well trained dermae 
tologists, although many, like myself, have had to become dermatologists by sheer 
necessityeeees Life in the advanced bases is no bed of roses, but morale is good, 
There are good beaches and recreation fields and there is always an Officers’ Club 
with murals and pinup girls from Hollywood. or Varga girls from Esquire to remind 
the men what they are fighting for". In speeking of trips to "liberty ports", Nick 
adds, "In one of these I saw fine racing, and revived my taste for urbane comforts, 
acquired gouvenirs, and ate delicious steaks, always served with eggs. Here there 
was an abundance of good food and the main civilian hardships were in the matter of 
clothing and housingeesss The comments of Ray Lewis and Van in the last two issues 
were especially well received and I always pass the Re & C. around to my many 
friends aboard ship.” , : 

Dr. Wilson has just returned from an 8 day visit to some of the hospitals 
in the 8th Service Command, at the invitation of Col. Coley. We will report on 

Dre Wilson's trip in the next issuée 


